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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to application No. 10/521,932 filed on 10/06/2003, 
claims 1-10 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1- 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scholtens 
et. al. (US 7,054,273) (hereafter Scholtens) in view of Rosu (US 5,359, 649). 

Regarding claim 1 , a method of testing end to end relations between an originating 
gateway and a destination gateway in an IP network, which method comprises the 
following steps: 

reserving call handling resources in the destination gateway; 

sending data packets from the originating gateway to the reserved call handling 
resources in the destination gateway 

looping back the received data packets, from the destination gateway to the 
originating gateway; 

providing quality statistics for the received data packets, in the originating 
gateway 

Scholtens teaches a method of testing end to end relations between an 
originating gateway ('originating gateways' Fig. 1 — item 100A) and a destination 
gateway ('terminating gateways' Fig. 1 — item 100B) in an IP network ('internet protocol 
(IP)' col. 6, lines 54-58) (Fig. 1), which comprises reserving call handling resources 
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("call control" Fig. 1 — item 120B) in the destination gateway (Fig. 1 — item 100B) (Fig. 1 
and col. 4, lines 31-37); 

sending data packets from the originating gateway (Fig. 1 — item 100A) to the 
reserved call handling resources ("call control" Fig. 1 — item 120B) in the destination 
gateway (Fig. 1— item 100B) (Fig. 1 and col. 4, lines 15-24) and looping back 
['loopback' Fig. 5] the received data packets [packets], from the destination gateway 
(100B) to the originating gateway (col. 5, lines 32-48); 

Scholtens does not explicitly teach providing quality statistics for the received 
data packets. 

However, Rosu teaches providing quality statistics for the received data packets, 
in the originating node (col. 14, lines 48-58 and col. 9, lines 20-28, "disturbance 
level" noted to indicate 'quality statistics for the data 
packets' ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention 
was made, given the suggestions of Scholtens and Rosu to show quality statistics for 
the received data packets in a network performance results and set the performance 
standards within the network as part of testing the link. 

One would be motivated to utilize a quality statistics or service quality or any 
statistical tools for received data packets to estimate or calculate successful call 
completions in any end to end network communication. 

Regarding claim 2, which method comprises the following further steps: 

sending a seizure signal ("signaling system 7" Fig. 1 — item 126, ) from the 
originating gateway to the destination gateway specifying a desired number of call 
handling resources (call control network) (col. 4, lines 3-12 and col. 3, lines 10-28, 
Scholtens); 
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sending a resource ready signal [createack] from the destination gateway (Fig. 
3B — item 280) to the originating gateway, identifying the reserved call handling 
resources (Fig. 3A — item 235) in the destination gateway (Fig. 3B — item 270 and 275, 
Scholtens); 

Regarding claim 3, which method comprises the following further step: 

exchanging in a header (ATM header) of the received data packets before loop- 
back, a field defining an originating call handling resource ("originating call controller" 
Fig. 4) with a field defining a destination call handling resource("terminating call 
controller" Fig. 4), (col. 5, lines 31-51, Scholtens). 

Regarding claim 4, which method comprises the following further step: 

specifying in the destination gateway, a time interval during which the test is set 
to go on (col. 5, line 63 through col. 6, line 5 and col. 7, lines 10-19, Scholtens). 

Regarding claim 5, which method comprises the following further steps: 

reserving call handling resources (Fig. 1— item 120A) in the originating gateway 
(Fig. 3A— item 235 and col. 4, lines 13-18, Scholtens); 

configuring call handling resources (Fig. 1— item 120A) in the originating gateway 
(col. 2, lines 14-16, Scholtens); 

Regarding claim 6. Arrangement to test end to end relations between an originating 
gateway and a destination gateway in an IP network, which comprises: 
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means (Fig. 1 — item 120B) for reserving call handling resources in the 
destination gateway (Fig. 1); 

means (Fig. 1 — item 102A) for sending data packets from the originating gateway 
to the reserved call handling resources (Fig. 1 — item 120B) in the destination gateway 
(Fig. 1, Scholtens) 

means ('loopback' Fig. 5) for looping back the received data packets, from the 
destination gateway to the originating gateway (col. 5, lines 32-48, Scholtens); 

means (Fig. 10— item 103, Rosu) in the originating gateway for providing quality 
statistics for the received data packets (col. 14, lines 48-58, Rosu). 

Regarding claim 7 comprises: 

means (Fig. 1— item 126, Scholtens) for sending a seizure signal from the 
originating gateway to the destination gateway, specifying a desired number of call 
handling resources (call control network) (col. 4, lines 3-12 and col. 3, lines 10-28, 
Scholtens); 

means (Fig. 1— item 225, Scholtens) for sending a resource ready signal from 
the destination gateway (Fig. 3B— item 280) to the originating gateway, identifying the 
reserved call handling resources (Fig. 3A — item 235) in the destination gateway (col. 3, 
lines 10-35, Scholtens). 

Regarding claim 8 comprises means (Fig. 1 — item 1 1 5) for exchanging in a header of 
the received data packets before loop-back, a field defining an originating call handling 
resource ("originating call controller" Fig. 4) with a field defining a destination call 
handling resource ("terminating call controller" Fig. 4) (Fig. 4, Scholtens). 
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Regarding claim 9, which comprises means (Fig. 5 — item 132) for specifying in the 
destination gateway, a time interval during which the test is set to go on (col. 7, lines 10- 
19, Scholtens). 

Regarding claim 10, comprising: 

Means ("call control" Fig. 1 — item 120A)for reserving call handling resources in 
the originating gateway ('originating gateways' Fig. 4) (Fig. 4 and col. 4, lines 13-18, 
Scholtens); 

Means ("call control" Fig. 1— item 120A) for configuring call handling resources in 
the originating gateway ('originating gateways' Fig. 4) (Fig. 4 and col. 2, lines 14-16, 
Scholtens). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK O. AFOLABI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5627. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beatriz Prieto can be reached on 571-272-3902. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. A./ 

Mark O. Afolabi 
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